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CURRENT 'TOPICS.

CHIEF JACK has succeeded in secur-
ing three of the prisoners demanded by
the Government, and on the 14th de-
Iivered them up to Gen. Adams at Los
Pinos Agency. They are Douglas,
Thomas, and Tim Johnson. Jack says
it will take at least three weeks more to
eapture the remaining nine demanded.
The prisoners are to be taken immedi-
ately to Washington.

ANOTHER ineffectual attempt to as-

17th. The Winter Palace was under-
mined, and at about the usual hour for
the Imperial family to be at dinner an
explosion occurred, making a hole in
the dining-hall ten feet long and six
wide. Owing to an accidental delay
the Imperial family had not fyet ar-
rived. Five soldiers were killed and
thirty-five wounded by the explosion.
—Additional particulars regarding
the last attempt to annihilate the Im-
perial Russian family state that the ex-

secreted in the cellar of the Palace, and
exploded by means of an electric bat-

tery. The .cellar was wused as a
store-room, and a number _ of
employees  had access to it,

some of whom are missing and the re-
mainder are under arrest. One ac-
count says that the Emperor and family
were just about entering the dining-
room when the explosion occurred. A
large number of arrests have been made.
The total number of persons killed hy
the explosion is ten.
—

A StATE Convention of colored peo-
ple, held at Dallas, Tex., on the 16th,
to consider the exodus question, was
largely attended.  Resolutions were
adopted declaring that there is no
necessity for the exodus of colored
people from Texas, whatever may be
the condition of affairs east of the Mis-
sissippi,. and emigrants from other
States are invited to come to Northwest
Texas, with the assurance that all men

merits. An association was formed, to
be incorporated under the laws of the
State, and known as the Texas Farmers’
Association, to assist members in the
purchase and improvement of home-
steads.

A PArAL encyclical, just published,
argues in favor of the removal of the
rite of marriage from all civil jurisdic-
tion whatever, and declares that Christ
elevated it to a sacrament which
only His, Church can ad-
minister.  The attempt made
under various guises by the modern
spirit of irreligion to rob the Church of
her right either to bind or loose the
marriage tie must be resisted by the
whole Catholic world.

g

A PiTTsBURG 1nventor, Mr. T. J.
McTige, claims to have discovered a
& process for * transmitting the physi-
cal wave-force of light electrically simi-
lar to the transmission of sound by the
telephone.”” Among the somewhat re-
markable feats the inventor expects to
accomplish by his discovery is the pho-
tographing at any distance of persons
or other objects, and the transmission,
or exact reproduction at any distance,
of any printed or written document, as,
for instance, one entire side of a news-
paper. The *telephote’’ is the name
given to the invention.

TrE proprietors of the newspapers in
New Orleans have adopted a resolution
requesting the Representatives of Louis-
fana in Congress to use their influence
to have the duty on printing-paper,
chemicals, and materials used in the
manufacture thereof removed or materi-

ally reduced.

Pror. NEVIL STORY MASKELYNE, of
the Mineral Department of the British
Museum, writes to the London Times
announcing the entire success of J. Bal-
lantyne Hannay, of Glasgow, a Fellow
of the Chemical Society, London, in
producing diamonds. Hannay's proe-
ess will soon be announced to the Royal
Society.

POSTMASTER-GENERAL KEY has is-
sued an order to Second Assistant Post-
master-General Brady, directing that
the *star " service on all routes be cut
down to one trip per week, after March
1; also directing that the service placed
on new routes since July 1 last be dis-
continued, in case the foregoing reduc-

such seryice withjn the limits of the ap-
propriation, as required by law. ;

The President has nominated Row-
. missioner ql. Indian Affairs.

+4s, Thx House Committee on Territories

have agreed to report Mr. Vest's Senate
bill to establish United States Courts
‘over theIndian Territory, and to enable
such Indians as desire to do so to be-
com¢' citizens of the United States.
The bill also proposes  to survey
lands and = divide them in & ;sev-
erality among the Indians in-
stead of in common, as they now are.
This division is not to be made until the
Indians, through their councils, have

their willingness that it shall

substitute for Mr. Frost’s hill establish-
ing s Territorial Government over the’
Indian Territory, and was adopted upon
motion of Mr. Frost. . It is understood
there will be a minority. report. The
Senate Committee have agreed to report
substantially the same bill.

GEN. GRANT and party arrived at the
City of Mexico on the 21st. They were
received by a committee of Government
and city officials, and escorted to their
quarters by several regiments of infan+
try an€ cavalry. The streets and pub-
lic buildings were handsomely illumin-
ated.

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

THE Kansas Republican State Con-
vention will be held at Topeka on the 31st of
March.

THE PRINCESS LouisE, while out
gleigh-riding at Ottawa, the other day, was
upset and thrown into & snow-bank, losing
a Jjeweal valued at $20,000, which at latest
accounts had not been found.

A 80N of ex-President Juarez, of Mex-
ico, is the most recent addition to the Mexi-
can legation at Washington. .

REv. J. R, B. JETTER, one of the edi-
tors of the Religious Herald, organ of the
Baptist Church in Virginia, died at Rich-
mond on the 18th, aged 78.

ReEv EDwARD COWLEY late manager
of the “Shepherd’s Fold,” New York City,
hasbeen convicted of cruelly treating and
starving the children under his eare and
sentenced to one year in the State-prison and
to pay a fine of $250.

Havry and Smith, both -colored, who
murdered Major Henry S. Pugh in May last,
were hanged at Murfreesboro, Tenn., on the
20th, in the presence of an imense ¢rowd of
spectators. y

F. H. BOowEN, a newspaper writer
well known in Iowa, c¢ommitted suicide at
his home at Sand Springs, Delaware County,
on the night of the 17th. He was partially
insane, the result of financial losses and ill-
health.

Rev. Dr. BusH, of New York, Sec-
retary of the American Board of Foreign
Missions, died on the 22d. ‘

By the explosion of a boiler in Barton
& Babeock’s distillery at Peoria, Ill., on
the 18th, John Siil, fireman, and an un-
known man who had just come in to inquire
for work, were instantly killed; Benj. Bab-
cock, one of the proprietors, and John Rich-
ardson, an employee, were fatally injured,
and three others were badly hurt. The ex-
plosion was caused by pumping cold water
into the boiler, which had been allowed to
get nearly dry.

THE boiler in John F. Thompson's
steam mill at Randolph, N. H., burst on the
17th, destroying the mill and Killing Elden
Page, Roger Johnson, Mr. Prescott and a
French workman, and badly injuring 8. F.
Hewey.

Notwithstanding the President's proc-

lamation, it issaid that an organized invasion
of the Indian Territory from Southern Kan-
sas will be made at an early day.
THE officers and members of the Ter-
ritorial Legislature of New Mexico made a
pleasure excursion over the newly completed
Atchison, Topeka and SBanta Fe Railroad to
Innu. They Wwere publicly entertained at
tchison, Topeka and Leavenworth.
PaAGE WALLIS, colored, who was under
arrest for committing an indecent assault
upon a white woman, on the 17th was taken
from the Sheriff at Point of Rocks, Md.,
carried across the river to the Virginia shore,
where the offense was committed, and
hanged by a mob, after which his body was
riddled with bullets.

A passenger train on the Bellaire and
Southwestern Railroad ran off a trestle
thirty-five feet high, nine miles southwest
of Bellaire, 0., on the evening of the 19th.
Some twenty passengers were injured, sev-
eral fatally, as supposed, and most of the
others severely.

MARTIAL law has been proclaimed in
Turkey.

Thomas J. Dougherty and John F.
(‘assiday, tiremen, were Killed by the fall-
ing ¢f the roof of a burning building in
New York City on the night of the 20th.
Adyvices from Rio de Janeiro state that
from eight to ten persons are dying daily
from yellow fever. There isalso much sick-
ness on shipboard, and vessels are conse-
quently removed froin the docks and dis-
persed throughout the harbor. i

Mr. BENNETT'S princely donation of
$100,000 to the famished people of Treland
has been splendidly supplemented by the
Bank of Nevada, which sends to Mr. Ben-
nett a check for $25,000—the largest sum
ever contributed to any moneved corpora-
tion in the world for a echaritable purpoese.
Mr. Mackey, one of the five proprietors of
the bank, had previously =zent to Mr. Ben-
nett, on his individual account, $10,000.

H. G. WRIGHT, one of the editors
and proprietors of the Augusta (Ga.)
Chronicle and Constitutionaiist, died bn the
22d, nged twenty-nine.

A snooTING affray took place near

i

Princeton, ' Ill., on the 19th, causing
the, death of two persons. A. D
Garvin, an  ex-soldier of unsavory
reputation,” having ' trouble with

his sistew, Mrs. Kessick, agreed for a money
consideration to leave the countiry. He re-
turned shortly after and attempted to kill
Mrs. Kessick, but was prevented by a daugh-
ter, who received the bullet in her own body,
causing instant death. Garvin them shot
himself through the head, inflicting & wound
from which he died pext day..

FORTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.

FEb. 17, Géndte—A metroris] was pre-
sented from the Chamber of Commeree of St.
Paul, asking for an appropriation for the re-
lief of Irish sufferers, and thata Government
veasel be sent with contributions to Ireland.

num,wmw:: a8 to its re-

red to th Oott:' ttee on l:o 5
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B Logsn smbmiiied the ollowkiyresolution,
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val Affairs: '
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| inthe House,after which memorial aldrosses
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Mr, Caméron (Wis.) presented a minority re:
hin

» s'-me? va Hoar, . Ian ;
curring in that part of the w ity pe
nerates Ingalls, but P:i::

which
mﬂ hat when the report stat L

was employed, it should in 8 5
what was Elrovegd—that such mesns w em-

E::}n. The reports wargmn!de bt hhlul.
O Ak
House—The Ei?ll mgululngrmm of

causes fpom State to Federal Courts tak-
en up and Mr. Knott (D., Ky.) spoke in favor
of the bill. The morning hour ox-

fouse then went into

to employ & naval vessel, or charter a ghip,
for the purpose of transporting to, the fam-
ishing and poor of Ireland such contributions
as may be made for their reifef. c?l"he five per
cent. military land-warrant bill was again
taken wup and ., disey after which
the Senate’went into execative session......
House—Mr. Cox (D., M. Y.), Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, submitted a
unuanimous report of the committee in regard
to the charges made against Mr. Acklen (D.,
La.). Mf.Acklendemanded the readingof the
report, and it was accordingly read. After
reciting some pre ‘facta in the
case, the committee nds, in con-
clusion, that Mr. Acklen, not being a mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, pre-

mitted by ,Mr. Kin
ciaims of certain

wias printed at his request;
paper was not a regon of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, gnd had never |

that it was done in the absence of Mr.
whose absence was known to Mr. Acklen,

the Clerk's desk and had read letters direet-

on Foreign . Affuirs,
the sub-Committee, asking that the scope |
After some debate as to the proper course to |
pursne in the matter, it was resolved to refer
the evidence to the Judiciary Committee,

mittee on Waysand Means, reported back the
bill to facilitate refunding of the National
debt, also a regolution committing that bill to
Committee of the Whole, and making ita
special order for the first Tuesday in March,
and from day to day . thereafter
until disposed of to the exclusion of all
existing orders, DLut mnot to
with appropriation bills, Adopted. Mr, Gib-
son (D., La.) introduced a Lill to secure a
more uniform eollection of duties on imported
sugars. The Housze then resumed considern-
tion of the bLill to regulate the removal of

ont action the Honse adjoarned.
- FEB. 19.—Senate—Mr. Davis, of West |

tiot yet dome g0, to ' comply with the|
statute  requiring such officers to annn-
ally report to Congress the number of em- |
ployees in their department and whether any 1
of them can be pensed with, or whether
any changes ean profitably be made. Adopt- |
ed. Consideration was then resumed of
the five per cent. bill, and s
were made by Messrs, MceDonald, Mor- |
rill, McMillan, Saunders and Mo | |
House—Mr. Bland (D., Mo.) from the Commit- |
tee on Coinage, Weights and Messures 1

rinted and recommitted. The morning hour
tee on Revision of the Rules.

bills were disposed of, after which the Five |
per cent. bill was again taken up and Mr, Lo- |

gun spoke in fuvor of it. Mr. Morrill moved
that the Senate take np and puss the House
bill admitting free of duty certain contribu- -
tions from abroad in aid of colored refug

in Kansas., The bill bad-been referred to the
Finance Committre, and he had obtained the
consent of the members of that committee
during the afternoon to report it favora-
bly and ask its immediate consideration.
h%lr. l‘m]mat?;i ohjuivted ml: account of
the ilarity” ~ o sue gﬂxedm
Mr. Yoorhees also objected, but said he would
not oppose the bill on its merits. Mr. Kernan
urgecrrh?atthebm be passed. Mr. Voorhees in-
sisting upon his objoctions, no sction was

taken and the Senate adjourn tlllllnmlsy...
House—A ution mo;tu‘m.:
the Seere of the Interior for 1

as to théeamount of laud subsidy lmwd
to the St, Juseph and Denver City yad
Company, the disposition made of those
lands, and sald road
not been completed to n netion
with the Unfon Pa Railroad at Kearney,
Neb. My, Phillips (D., Mo.) offered a resolu-
tion,which waa adopted, instructing the Com-
mittee on A‘p yroprintions to include in the
civil sundry bill an appropriation of $6,000 for
the Lenetit of the widow of the late re-
;}m ative A, M. Lay, of Missourl

r. King (D., La.} introduced a bill dividi

Louisiana into Ilu.dlei.al districts. Ref .
The Revision of Rules was further considered
in  Committee, and the House likewise ad-
Journed till Monday.

why - has |

LATE NEWS ITEMS.

Ax order from the Treasury Depart-
ment directs that hereafter all persons ap-
plring for either remewal of license or an
original license as pilots on steam-vessels |
shall be required to undergo anexamina- |
tion, in order that it may be determined |
whether such person can properly dis-!iu-'t
guish colored lights used as signals. Sur- |
geons of the Marine Hospital Service are di- |
rected to make such examinations free of |
expense to the persons applying therefor. |

BENJAMIN BRANDRETH, the veteran |
pill-maker, is dead. He was 72 years old |
and leaves a wife and thirteen children (six !
sons and seven dsughters) and a fortune of !
between two and three millions. In twenty
years he spent over two millions of dollars |
for advertising, to which he always gave |
eredit for his success in life. |

THE National Democratic Committee
assembled at Washington on the 23d, and |
selected Cineinnati as the place for holding |
the next Demoeratic National Convention !
and June 22d as the date. '

WaASHINGTON'S birthday this year
falling upon Sunday, Monday, the 33d, was ;
observed in many places by the suspension’
of public business and with appropriato'
ceremonies. |

Mgs. Mary H. TaOoMASs, of 714 |
South Halstead Street, Chicago. wns
burned to death on the night of the 2
by the explesion of a can of Kkerosene |
with which she was rekindling the kitchen |
fire. '

DiFnTHERIA Is raging ‘in Central
Russja. It has earried off since last Novem-
ber over 40,000 persons in thee provinces of |
Charkoff and Poltayaalone,and in the
borheod of Walki whole villages have al- |
most died out. !

A wAN named Hartmann, with sev.
eral alinses, has been arrested i Parie, |
charged with having been connected with the |
.plot te kill the Czarist Moscow. He is be- |
lieved to be the same man who reated and
oceppied the house from which tle explo-
.sion of the mine under the railwaywas op-
‘erated. ;

' THE 1llinois Press Associatior, at its
recent session in Chicago, voted a umnimous
jadorsement of the ‘efforts: now making in
Congress to secure a reduction of :ariff on
paper and the n free of duty of
chemieals en its manufaciure.

" Tae Senate adjourned over on'the
23d without tramsacting any busitess, out
of respect to the memory of George Wash- |
ingtomn. A wamber of billa were introduced

were delivered upon the late Represntative
Lay of Missouri by Messrs. Knott, Philips,
Clark and Davis. LR

Messrs. PARNELL and Dillon arrived

in Chicago on the 23d and had a gmnd re-

ception in the Exposition Building.

passed authorizing the Becretary of the Navy |

sented, on the 13th of January, a paper pur- | 5
porting to be's report of that mmmim,guh- | left standing there will quickly *‘take
(D. '{‘_0.). relating to the |

el zens nst the |
Government of Nicaragua, which paper |
that that |

been adopted or favorably considered by 1t; ! the Pa‘i’“'
King, | largely used, but a little—say a saucer-

of the investigation might be enlarged. | taste

with authority to make further inguiry, if it |

should: appear essentinl to s« just judg- |
ment, an instructing  sald committee
report what action, if

necessary, |

i)‘ll :;-r l%'il'(!(i (gu \th‘ﬂ)lgiﬂi of t!;e l!&l‘;se.
r.F. Woor .+ N. Y.), Chuirman of the Com. |

| covered. Many delicate persons not

| drinks, jellies,
causes from State to Federal Courts, but with- : variety of liquids usually seen at the in<
{ valid’s bed-side, and all more or less

Virginia, submitted o resolution directing any | absorbent.
heads of executive departments who have | ered. I once visited an invalid who had

ches ?

Frm. 20.—Senate—A number of privite | invalids amused, and ready to' relish |

CARE OF THE nﬁfm\

HixTs For THE S1cx Roox.—Some-
where lately I read that in coun-
try house, where milk was in plenty, &
pan of it was placed near meatin the
larder to keep the latter fresh. I am
| sorry to be so lame in my story, but the

?ired. the bill went over wggout action. The i principle to be carried out was that milk,
Whole Qn.mvmnd the m_ tteo of the i beil"g a read: mt, thﬂ b.d l.h‘

FEB. 18.—Senate—A joint resolution was | that would dthe

ise have. tainSetl the
meat flew to the milk instead. My
| thoughts immediately reverted to the
sick room, where milk is ‘often left
standing for the use of the invalid; and
it occurred to me that” if this were the
case would it not just as readily absorb
the poisonoms exhalations that arise
there? Why, or how, I am not chemist
enough to explain, but—as most persons
are aware—water is a rapid absorbent of
the taint of paint; and in a room fresh-
ly painted, a pail of clean, cold water

off the smell.” Dip your finger into
the water which has been thus left all
night, you will find it tastes strongly of
Milk is too costly to be thus

After the report was read, Mr. Acklen sent to | ful—might be placed for experiment,
ed by him to the Chiaieman of the Committes = 2nd if it tastes of the paint you may

and Chairman of | reasonably . conclude that it would
just as much (certain-
ly absorb just as readily) of

whatever impurities hang round a sick
bed, when left standing near it. Let

| me impress upon invalids the import-

ance of keeping their refreshments

absolutely in ‘need of night attendance
yet require a supply of night nutriment.
I know of an Invalid Home where al-

interfore | MOSt every patient is regularly supplied

with a glass of milk at the bed-side for
night use. Then there are cooling
blancmanges, and a

All snould be kept cov-

her bed-side table supplied with an
array of glasses, cups, tumblers, e‘c.,
the contents of not one of which could
we see, all being covered with a most
amusing variety of glass and porecelain
lids. The invalid liked to forget the
contents of each, and was amused to

e | o 2
rurtml abill to establish o mint at 8¢. Louls, | lift one or another of the tiny" covers
having expired, the House went into Commit- I and select a refreshment which present-

ed itself to her taste. And to keep!

what is provided for them, are impor- I'
tant duties in nursing. Such slight at-
tentions cost little trouble, while they
prove to the sufferer that he or she . is
tenderly cared for.—Land and Waler.

DEAFNESS IN CHILDREN,—The ear is
subject to affections that impair its
functions at the earliest period of life;
indeed, it is frequently found to be de-
fective at birth. Children are exposed
to influnences from which they seldom
entirely escape without more or less
aural disease. Such are the conse-
quences of colds, which, when of long
continuance, are productive of enlarged
tonsils, chronic catarrh of the mouth,
throat, and nose, the resulting sympa-
thetic deafness in some instances being
so great that instruction is impossible,
and the child is unable to Jearn to talk.
It is then a deaf-mute. The fact should
not be lost sight of that at this early pe-
riod of existence the function of hearing
is erude, and requires gradual cultiva-
tion for its development, and that any
deafness should be promptlymet. Thus
the hearing of children ought to be often
tested, and although accuratg results
may be difficult of obtainment, the
knowledge guained is advantageous.
Should an infant escape all other causes
of aural disease, it enconnters at the
seventh month & physiological process
in development that is frequently the
source of great irritation in the mouth,
and of sympathetic irritation in the ears.
I refer to the cutting of the teeth, which
usually begins at this age. That this
period is fraught with special danger to
the organ of hearing iswell recognized by
both mothers and nurses, who have
long considered teething as in some
way connected with earache. Every
one of the first twenty teeth in perforat-
ing the gum is liable to be thus herald-
ed. Fortunate, therefore, is the infant
who has passed its second year, the
period at which first dentition is con-
cluded, without having experienced
aural irritation. These firstteeth, how-

hildhood affect the
1;:1; luch':z m “.‘

ment they become. Certain diseases uf

diphtheria, cerebro-spinal meningitis,

whooping-cough and mumps. During |

the attacks of disemses, and even
when con e HNas been estab-
lished, although earache may be ab-
sent, occasional examinations of the ears
should be made, in order that, if affect-
ed, they may receive early attention.
Deafness is usually an early symptom of
most aural affections; but, on the con-
trary, in some instances very consider-
able impairment of the drum cavity and
its contained mechanism exists without
any perceptible impairment of hearing

It is believed that a very small percent

age of the adult population possess nor-
mal hearing, which fact greatly depends
on the neglect in childhood to whieh
allusion has above been made.—Dr,
Samuel Sexton, tn Harper's Magazine
Jor March.

A Very Quiet Game.

There are some folks who think it
awful wicked for husband and wife to
sit down together of an evening and play
eards, while others can't see where the

harm comes in.
“Why," said the Colonel a few days

% . WIT AND WISDON.

Mawr wholesale houses employ drum-
mers, but some of them are base drum«
mers. /

Lark is but an empty dream to the
young man who makes himsell sick a8
 the stomach with too much enjoyment)

Eeypr is becoming rapidly modern-
ized. Its last obelisk is being taken
away, and they have railroad accidents
there.

CARE drives the nails in our coffins,
but what man oan feel jolly when his
wife daily hands him a list of neighbors
who bave got twice as many bonnets as
she has, and their husbands not earning
half his salary P—Detroit Free Press.

 PAssExGER sitting in the car reading

Hurper's Bazar. Curious passenger in
the next seat trying to get a good look
at the full-length fashion plates on the
first page. By and by he breaks out,
« Stranger, will you let me look at that
thar Police Gagette when you get through
with jt?"

A BarTimore barber lost confidence
in a pecaniary responsibility of a man
whose beard he was shaving off, and
demanded his pay when the job was half
done. The man had no money, and
was turned into the sireet, where the

ago, when the subject of card-playing
was under discussion, ‘‘does any one
pretend that my wife and I can’t play a |
few games of euchre without disputing
and arguing and getting mad over it?
Loafers can't, perhaps, but we could
play for a thousand years and never have
a word—yes, we could !

The others shook their heads in a du-
bious way, and the nettled Colonel
walked straight to a stationer's and
bought the nicest pack he could find.
That evening, when his wife was ready
to sitdown to her fancy work, he pro-
duced the cards and said:

“May, I was told to-day that you
and I couldn’t play eards without dis.
puting and getting into a row. Darling,
draw up here."”

« Dearest, we will not have s word of
dispute—not one,” she replied, asshe
put away her work.

The Colonel shufiled away and dealt
and turned up a heart.

#T order it up,” she observed, as she
tooked over her cards.

« ] was going to take it up anyhow,”
growled the Colonel, as his chin fell, all
his other cards being black.

“ Play to that,” she said, as she put
down the joker.

¢ Who ever heard of any body leading
out in trumps!”* he exclaimed. * Why
don’t you lead out with an aceP”

“ Oh, I can play this hand.”

‘ You can, eh? Well, I'll make it the
sickest play you ever saw! Ha! took
all the tricks, eh? Well, I thought I'd
encourage you a little. Give me the
cards—it's my deal.”

“You deait before!™

“No, I didn’t!”

“ Why, yes you did!
played one hand.”

“Well, go ahead and deal all the
time if you want to! TI'1l make
two off your deal sayhow. What's
trump ?* '

She turned up a club. He had only
the nine-spot, but he scratehed his head,
puckered his mouth, and seemed to
want to order itup. The bluff didn’t
work. She took it up, and he led an
ace of hearts.

¢ No hearts, eh!™ he shouted, as she
trumped it. *‘ Refusing suit is a regular
loafer’s trick! I'll keep an eye on you!
Yes, take it—and that—and that—and
all of 'em! It's mighty queer where you
got all those trumps! Stocked the cards
on me, did you!"

“ Now, dear, I played as fair as could
be, and made two, and if I make oneon
your deal I'll skunk you.”

“1'd like to see you make one on my
deal!”™ he puffed. “I've been fooling
along to encourage you, but now I'm go-
ing to beat you out of sight. Diamonds
are trumps.’

She passed and he took it up on two
small trumps. He took the first trick,
she the next two, he the fourth, and
when he put out his last tramp she had
the joker.

¢ Skunked ! skunked!" she exclaimed,
as she clapped her hands in glee

*You didn’t follow suit!™

“Oh, yes I did.”

] know better! You refused spades!™

We have only

peculiarity of his face —half clean and

| half covered with whiskers—drew a

throng.

“ Axy of you boys up to the wedding
last night?"’ inquired Little English yes-
terday, a4 half a dozen boot-blacks were
taking a sunbath on the Post-office steps.
All of them were prevented from attend-
ing by very important business, and the
dwarf shook his head in a solemn way
and continued: * There was an awful
give-away up there—worst I ever saw."
“How?” * Why, when they got al-
ready to be married the preacher wanted
to know who gave the bride away, and
a feller with a swaller-tailed coat spoke
right up as brassy as could be and said
he did. Yes, gave her déad away, and
the bridegroom never oven spit on his
hands to hit him."'—Detroil Free Press.

MRr. C—— was pastor of a Baptist
church in a certsin town in one of the
Western States. He had been on very
bad terms with his flock for some time.
They abused him whenever they could
find occasion, and he reciprocated with
equal readiness. Before his contract
with the parish expired, he received the
appointment of Chaplain at the State-
prison. Elated at this lucky opportu-
nity of getting rid of him, the congre-
gation came in full numbers to hear his
farewell. sermon, perhaps less to
compliment than to annoy bhim with
their presence. Great was their aston-
ishment, and still greater their anger,
when the reverend gentleman chose for
his text the following words, I go to
prepare a place for you. .. that where J
am, there ye may be also."'—Edilor's
Drawer, in Harper's.

rndmm.bym'

General Daniel Ruggles, of Virginia,
at the request of the Senate Committee
on Agriculture, appeared before them
the other day and briefly explained his
method of precipitating rainfalls by
scientific means. His method (for which
he has recently been granted a patent)
is to send up to the cloud realm car
tridges of dynamite or similar explosive
materials in skeleton balloons, and to
explode them either by time-fuses or by
magneto-electricity, throungh light me-
tal wires connecting the balloons with
the earth. General Ruggles, as the
result of many years of study and in.
vestigation on this subject, claims that
the different mists passing over arid
regions, or localities suffering from un-
usual drought, may readily be consoli-
dated -into rainfalls by concussions and
vibrations thus artificially produced;
and he has therefore suggested to the
Committee that Congress might provide
a small appropriation for expenditure
by the Commissioner of Agriculture to
test the practicability of aiding the
agricultural interests in this manner.
The Committee listened to General Rug-
gles’s statements with much interest and
requested him to prepare an amplified
memorial on the subject, with a view to
their taking it more fully into consider.

atiom at an early day.
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